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MESSAGE FROM 
GEORGE VASILOPOULOS 


It is with great excitement that the South Melbourne Soccer 
Club enter the 1997-98 season, The Board of Directors of 
the Club have been working feverishly over the off-season 
to create the foundations to catapult the Club to the top of 
the league both on and off the field. 


With the recruiting of excitement machines Goran 
Lozanovski, Con Boutsianis and John Anastasiadis to the 
already strong squad, our on-field success looks assured. 
As you may all now be aware one of our greatest ever 
players, Mike Petersen has retired finally succumbing to a 
knee injury. On behalf of everyone associated with the Club 
and the supporters, we thank Mike for his service and look 
forward to his off-field association with the Club. To Jason 
Polak who suffered a major knee injury during a pre sea- 
son game, we hope your recovery is speedy and we await 
your return to the park. 


To our supporters, | ask that the Club not be placed in the 
predicament where we were nearly expelled from the com- 
petition. South Melbourne Soccer Club was fined over 
$90,000.00 in the 1997/98 season and placed on a good 
behaviour bond of $100,000.00. | ask that our supporters 
continue to enjoy themselves but request that we not only 
maintain our status as one of the great teams on the park 
but off the park as well. Show your support and welcome all 
opposition supporters to our great Club. If we did not have 
opposition we would not have a competition. 


Our off-field activities have culminated with the signing of 
Peter George to the General Manager position replacing 
Peter Filopoulos. | thank Peter Filopoulos for his efforts 
and commitment to the Club and welcome Peter George, a 
lifelong supporter to the Club, and on behalf of the Board of 
Directors, we look forward to working closely with him. 


In addition, we have secured the services of Flying Start 
Pty. Ltd. the marketing company responsible for Club 10 
Football, to assist and advise us on the marketing of South 
Melbourne. | welcome Flying Start aboard and look for- 
ward to a long and fruitful relationship. 


| ask all supporters to focus on the success of the Club, and 
look forward to perhaps one of the greatest seasons in our 
proud history. Please enjoy the 1997/98 season and | look 
forward to seeing you regularly at the Bob Jane Stadium. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE COACH 


I'd like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone to what looks like being an exciting 1997/98 Ericsson 
Cup season. Whilst each season is eagerly anticipated, | think the way we finished the last one gave 
everyone involved with the Lakers a sense that greater things are just around the corner. 


With these expectations however, certain pressures come into play and this is something that the players 
and Coaching staff have to deal with. One way to overcome these pressures is through the army of 
support that only Lakers fans can provide. Your mighty voice in the grandstand an in the terraces can give 
us the inspiration and strength to conquer any opponent. There should be an aura about Bob Jane 
Stadium that sets it apart from all other grounds and with your help we can make this happen. 


The players have worked hard during pre-season and the new additions have already become part of the 
family. All players realize what is expected of them and there's no doubt that their sights are firmly placed 
on achieving the ultimate this year. A taste of Finals football has given them all the incentive they need to 
overcome any obstacles placed before them. No doubt over the season there will be some tough times 
but I'm sure last year's experiences will help us handle them. 


It's an exciting time to be around the Club, because along with what is happening on-field, there's plenty 
of off-field activity which is giving hope for an even greater era for South Melbourne. Hopefully you the 
loyal followers will respond positively and help the Boar, the employees and the Supporters group to 
make the Lakers the team of the 21st century. 


So on behalf of all my staff - Carl Halford, Michael Petersen, Les Gellis, Joe Nagy, Con Myriskos, Peter 
Georgilopoulos, Peter Laumets, John Kanesoulis and Andy Vargas-, | look forward to your continued 
support and PLEASE, we need you all to take control of the terraces and ensure that there are no prob- 
lems that will harm the Club. 


It's YOUR Club and you are the BEST fans, so don’t let anyone jeopardize that! 


BE A MEMBER, NOT JUST A SUPPORTER 


JOIN NOW ! 


$ 2,000.00 
$ 750.00 
$ 130.00 
$ 80.00 
$ 45.00 
FREE 


Life membership 

VIP Membership 
Membership 

Students and Pensioners 
Children unber 16 
Children under 12 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME 
AN OFFICIAL LAKERS SPONSOR 


There are many varied sponsorship packages available 


Call Barry on 9645-9797 to discuss your Advertising, VIP, Box Holder and Corporate Needs. 
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ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR 


Aus-tra-lians all, let us re-joice, for we are young and free, 
We've gold-en soil and wealth for toil, our home is girt by sea; 
Our land a-bounds in na-ture’s gifts, of beau-ty rich and rare, 
In his-t'ry’s page, let ev'-ry stage Ad-vance Aus-tra-lia fair; 

In joy-ful strains then tet us sing, Ad-vance Aus-tra-lia fair. 


Be-neath our ra-diant South-ern Cross, we'll toil with hearts and hands, 

To make this Comm-on-wealth of ours, re-nowned of all the lands; 

For those who've come a-cross the seas, we've bound-less plains to share, 
With cou-rage let us all combine to Ad-vance Aus-tra-lia fair; 

In joy-ful strains then let us sing, Ad-vance Aus-tra-lia fair. 
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COBURG SUPER 
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proud sponsor of 
SOUTH MELBOURNE SOCCER CLUB 
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144 Gaffney Street, Coburg, Victoria 3058 
Tel: 9354 4555 Fax: 9350 5210 
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We're behind Australian soccer, all the way. 


ERICSSON 2 


op 


GR|BBLES 


PATHOLOGY 
No-CHARGE PATHOLOGY TESTING 


GRIBBLES SUPPORT THE ERICSSON CUP 


*Gribbles Pathology Services are FREE to patients 
if Medicare Bulk Billed by doctor request 


14 Yarra Street, South Yarra, VICTORIA 3141 
Tel: 9828 7777 FAX: 9828 7778 


Advance 
Paper 
Supplies 


Manufacturers and suppliers 


Quality paper bags 
9499 2652 
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SOUTH MELBOURNE SOCCER CLUB SPONSORS 


MAJOR SPONSORS 
Southern Motors 

Bob Jane T-Marts 
EQUIPMENT SPONSOR 
Puma Australia 
EXECUTIVE CORPORATE SPONSORS 
Tooheys 

Rocket Batteries 

Parthenon Marble 
CORPORATE SPONSORS, 
Abcor 

Ansett Australia 

Chris's Greek Dips 

Coburg Super Finish 
Equity Financial Services 
Ericsson 

George's Lingerie 
Sunlighting Holophane 
Gribbles Pathology 
Johnnie Walker 

Mega TV 

NZI Insurance 

Optus 

Original Juice Company 
Radio 3AB 

Stelmara Medical Suppliers 
Ta Nea 

3XY Radio Hellas 
CORPORATE BOX HOLDERS 
AA Petroleum 

Vacant 

Morgan's Bakery 

Vacant 

Vivianne’s Collection 
BALCONY VIP BOXES 
Abcor 

Chris's Greek Dips 

Coburg Super Finish 
Giasoumi Papasavas & Zervos 
Norwich Insurance Group 
Original Juice 

The Importers 

SOCCER AUSTRALIA SPONSORS 
Ansett Australia 

Coca-Cola 

Ericsson 

Mitre 

Optus 

ADVERTISING SPONSORS 
Advance Paper Suppliers 
Aerial Taxis 

Arthur G Designs 

A Weather World 

Bank of Cyprus 


Boral 

CBG Distributors 

Colourtek 

Crete Interiors 

Cyprus Pine 

Demos Property Services 

EJ Doherty Real Estate 

Emmans Wireworks 

Fox Sports 

Giasoumi Papasavas & Zervos 

Gregory's Motor Body Works 

image on Line 

IMC 

John's Constructions 

Marathon Foods 

Metro Nightclub 

Mitrakas Savas & Co 

Neverfail Springwater 

Pandeli & Co 

Quit 

Sports Screens T Shirts 

Tile Importers 

Tim & Terry Oyster Suppliers 

Travellers Apparel 

Weston Milling 

PLAYER SPONSORS 

1. Michael Petkovic- Coburg Super Finish 
Crete Interiors 
Coburg Garden Centre 


2. Steve losifidis - Southern Motors 
3, Fausto De Amicis- 3XY 

4. Nick Orlic - Mega Plastering 
5. Con Blastis - Original Juice Co. 


6. David Clarkson - Coburg Super Finish 
Crete Interiors 
Coburg Garden Centre 
7. Steve Panopoulos - Coburg Super Finish 
Crete Interiors 
Coburg Garden Centre 
8. Vaughan Coveny- Voula Filopoulos 
Effie Karakousis 
Niki Kotis 
9, Paul Timboli - Select-O-Pedic Syndicate 
10. Michael Curcija - J. Vassilopoulos $ Assoc, 
11. Bill Damianos - George Vasilopoulos 
Peter Mitrakas 
12. Con Boutsianis-  Elco Foods 
13. Jason Polak - Go Parking 
Sunlighting Holophane 
15. Goran Lozanovski - Chris's Greek Dips 
16. Tansell Baser- Coburg Super Finish 
Crete Interiors 
Coburg Garden Centre 
17. John Anastasiadis - Tradescene 
18. Robert Liparoti- | Rocket Batteries 
19. George Goutzioutis - Bill Georgiantis 
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9pm to late THE BEST IN INDEPENDENT AND 
ALTERNATIVE MUSIC AND LIVE 
ORIGINAL BANDS EVERY WEEK. 


SUPER CHEAP DRINKS ALL NIGHT 

a SOUNDS: REGURGITATOR, BUTTHOLE SURFERS, 
You Am |, OFFSPRING, RED HOT CHIL! PEPPERS, 

oe SMASHING PUMPKINS, BUSH, FOO FIGHTERS, LIVE, 
RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE, BEASTIE Boys, 

STONE TEMPLE PILOTS. 


9pm to late 
MELBOURNE'S BIGGEST PARTY 
NI 


IGHT WITH MUSIC FROM HAPPY TO HousE 

IN THE MAIN ROOM, DJS BILLY THE KID, 
Mark JAMES AND Mickey B. 

RETRO DISCO PARTY TUNES IN THE GoDS' BAR 
witH DJs Louie DA FLY AND PERIL 


t 
8pm o late Music - CULTURE - FASHION - ART 
IN THE MAIN ROOM WITH DJS STEWIE ALLEN, 


KAHOONA AND Mickey B PUMPING SUPER HITS 
FROM THE 7Os, 80S & SOS ALL NIGHT 

GRUNT PERFORM LIVE IN THE REBAR AND 
BEYOND BELIEF IN Gops' BAR WITH DJS DINESH 
AND PERIL WITH THE FUNKY VIBE 


nder ] 8's TIME UNDER |8 DANCE PARTIES 
FALL ON THE FIRST SATURDAY 


AFTERNOON OF EVERY MONTH AND DURING 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. MELBOURNE'S BEST DJS PLAY 

T TECHNO AND DANCE IN THE MAIN ROOM AND FUNK 
AND HIP HOP IN THE Gops' BAR. 

CALL METRO FOR DATES OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


. 


AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE FUNCTIONS AND CONCERTS 
Melbourne Metro Nighiclub 20 Bourke Street, Melbourne, 3000 
Phone: 9663 4288 Fax: 9662 3798 E-mail: mail@metronightclub 
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Introducing...The Lakers Supporters Group 


It has been a gruelling pre-season, and not just for Ange and the players. We soccer starved sup- 
porters have had the ‘pleasure’ of travelling to such footballing luminaries as Kooyong Park and 
Oakleigh to catch a glimpse of our heroes. Thankfully the first home game of the season has arrived, 
and the Sunday withdrawal symptoms have eased. Groups of Lakers fan congregate to their favourite 
spot engaging in non stop soccer dialogue (or what they did on Sat. night). Invariably the conversa- 
tion switches to what the Club should and shouldn't be doing. Yep, we South Melbourne fans are 
quite an opinionated lot. Look around you on match days. There are some amusing characters on the 
terraces of the BJS. You know the type - “The die-hard football fan who spends about 90% of the time 
indulging his addiction on what could charitably be called unconstructive criticism. Consequently, the 
happy fan is comparatively rare, regardless of what their team may be doing at the time. There will 
always be something to make them miserable and, indeed, the die-hard fan is not happy unless 
something is making him miserable.” | am sure we all know someone who fits this description. But 
how many of them actually get off their backsides and do something constructive ? How you ask? 
JOIN THE SOUTH MELBOURNE SUPPORTERS GROUP! 


Commencing this season a Lakers Supporters Group has been established to bring you the sup- 
porter closer to your club. Your thoughts and concerns can be voiced directly to the Club through the 
Supporters Group. You will also be kept up to date on various happenings through the Supporters 
Group Newsletter. 


The first meeting of the Supporters Group was conducted in August and approximately 50 South fans 
attended. The postive reaction from all those who attended has been extremely encouraging and 
has indicated that there are many Souths fans who are concerned about the Club and wilting to help 
make a difference. A survey was given to all and the results were compiled and presented to the 
Board and 

Management of South Melbourne. 


The first official activity of the Supporters Group was a mail-drop of the local area surrounding the 
Bob Jane Stadium comprising of South Melbourne & Albert Park. Just over 5000 households re- 
ceived a South Melbourne SC information pack, which included an introduction to the club and list of 
upcoming events. 


A common misconception is that South Melbourne have an endless supply of resources and can buy 
success. This is not true. Australian Rules Football clubs have led the way and each club has a 
dedicated band of volunteers who help out in a variety of ways. The magnificent turn around of 
Hawthorn Football Club (off the field) can be attributed partly to the 300 plus passionate volunteers 
who have put their “money where their mouth is” and become actively involved with their club. 


South Melbourne needs your help too in the following ways: Mailouts, Leaflet Drops, Petitions, 
Constructive criticism\ldeas and concepts, Membership Drives (urge your friends and familly to be- 
come Members of the Lakers) , Fundraising - raffles, Working bees, Bus Trips, Club Functions, 
Promotions, Supporters Group Newsletter and acting as “ambassadors” for the club in our endeav- 
our to introduce the Lakers to a wider audience. 


We are looking to recruit progressive forward thinking supporters who have an understanding of the 
changing climate occurring within Australian soccer. If you are interested then we want to hear from 
you. All we need is your name and address and we will put you on our mailing list. Application forms 
can also be picked up at the Géaméaes SportsBar (Lakers Social Club) front desk.Applications and 
enquiries can be sent to: South Melbourne Supporters Group, PO Box 1349, South Melbourne 3205, 
Emailed to: smlakers@ozemail.com.au or called through on (03) 9645 9797 

Leon 
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A FEW WORDS WITH GORAN LOZANOVSKI 


Ange Postecoglou has perhaps made the best signing of the pre-season by snaring Goran Lozanovski 
as a free agent from the now defunct Collingwood Warriors. Goran is arguably the best right sided 
player in the country, his great speed and crossing made him a member of the Socceroos, but with 
an indifferent season plagued by injuries last year, he has fallen out of the spot light. 

The 1997/98 Ericsson Cup season, is Goran's chance to impress Mr. Venebles and hopefully play a 
prominent part for Australia in France (if we get there). 


PK: You were probably the most sort after player of the pre-season, many clubs, such as Carlton 
and the Melbourne Knights, were said to be after your signature. Why did you choose to join The 
Lakers? 

GL: The main reason was that it is a very stable club and team. Ange proved himself last year that 
his a good coach and a very organised coach but the main reason was because of the team and the 
coaching system and the way the club runs itself overall. 

PK: Last year you decided to leave a successful club, Adelaide City, to join the Collingwood Worri- 
ers. What were the main reason’s for the move? 

GL: The main reason | left Adelaide was to come back to Melbourne, back to my family. The option 
to go to Collingwood was because Zoran was there and | thought things might work out a bit 
better with Zoran coaching. If it was any other coach | probably wouldn't have gone there. 


PK: Most people know that you have now played for four National League clubs, but where did you 
play as a junior? , 

GL: | grew up at Altona Magic, | played there for twelve years, | then got offered a scholarship at the 
A.I.S for 18 months. I then started my National league Career at Preston and went on to Adelaide 
City. 

PK: What are the main differences you have seen between SM. and the other National League 
clubs you played for? 

GL: Like | said at the start, very organised, the club SM. Lakers has changed a lot over the last five 
years,they are more organised than most clubs and the facilities are fantastic compared to the other 
clubs and I would probably say there are only 2 other clubs that have facilities like this in the country. 


PK: Who has had the greatest influence on your career and why? 

GL; Probably two people. My father first of all for supporting me all the way and believing in me. 
And then probably Zoran Matic for giving me my break and also believing in me. 

PK: You have played alongside and against many great players. Who sticks out in your mind as 
the best and why? 

GL: Probably Milan Ivanovic, spending three years in Adelaide with Milan at Adelaide City was 
fantastic. Just seeing Milan train and play the games it was incredible to see some of the things 
he would do as a sweeper, it was fantastic. 

PK: Why have we seen the trade mark pony tail disappear all of a sudden, surely Zoran didn’t 
finally get to it with the scissors? 

GL: Nah, nothing to do with that. | just got sick of tying it up actually, {’m trying to grow it again. 
PK: What was it like playing under Zoran Matic? 

GL: Itis a bit difficult to explain because a lot of kids get really scared of him. First impression of 
Zoran you'll be scared, it’s tough to understand him when he speaks, his slang is very different 
compared to most coaches, it takes about 6 to 8 months to understand him. But once you get to 
understand him you really know where you stand and the things that he says really work. There are 
no lies there, he’s straight down the line. 

PK: You were part of that great Olympic side in Atlanta, tell us a bit about that experience. 

GL: The Olympics were brilliant, just being involved was fantastic, to qualify was a sensational 
thing, to be in the 18 man squad was fantastic. Beating Canada was probably one of the best things 
to happen to me in my life, scoring that goal and the celebrations and with 27,000 people there and 
knowing you were going to the Olympics was brilliant. Just being in Atlanta was fantastic too, as 
you get to see all the other athletes. 

PK: What kind of run did you get? 

GL: It was a bit disappointing that | still had a few injuries whilst | was there and | was getting back 
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to fitness again. In the end I didn’t get a start in the first couple of games. He (Eddie Thompson) put 
me on in the third game, against Spain and then we got knocked out. 

PK: When you were at school, where you one of those guys that played soccer every recess, wore 
soccer shirts every day and only thought about soccer? 

GL: Yeah | was number 1, | went to Deer Park High and there was about 6 of us who were just 
soccer freaks. We had the keys to the gym and every recess we use to lock ourselves in there, put 
music on and just play indoor and sweat like dogs. 

PK: What is the best goal you have ever scored? 

GL: I'll probably say the goal against Canada in Canada, where we drew 2 all. The first goal when 
| equalised to make it 1 - 1, | just had a strike from an angle, which | never thought | would shoot 
from, but | did and it went almost in the top corner. 

PK: On a lighter note, what is the best line you have used to score off the field? 

ae | actually don’t use a line, I'm just straight down the line, straight to the point, | don't beat around 
the bush. 

PK: If you could invite three people to dinner, dead or alive who would they be and why? 

GL: Maradona is one of them, | would love to meet him his my idol. Eddie Murphy, because | think 
his a great comedian and Elle M‘Pherson, just to stare at her. 

PK: What type of guy is Goran Lozanovski off the ground? 

GL: Hopefully I’m very down to earth, I'll talk to anybody, I'll answer any questions. | like chilling out. 
PK: If you could write a script for the rest of your career, how would it go? 

GL: To win as many championships in Australia, whilst I’m here and hopefully if | do go overseas, 
just to be successful it doesn’t matter where. Then I can come back as a player who has 
succeeded not failed. 

PK: What would be your advice to youngsters wanting to pursue a career in the National League. 

GL: The main advice would be if you get knocked down, never take it, always come back, always 
rebound. I’ve been knocked down many times, you just have to prove people wrong. If can do it 
I'm pretty sure everyone else can. 


Peter 
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South Melbourne SC: The Beginning 


Towards the end of the 1950's there were five soccer clubs in Melbourne formed by Greek migrants. 
These were - Hellenic, Yarra Park, Alexander, Florina and Olympic. 


In 1958 Hellenic were struggling in the State League. By season’s end they where on their way back 
to Div 1 North. In the meantime Yarra Park had won promotion from Div 4 South to State League. 
The runners-up position in Div 1 South was taken by South Melbourne United. 


1958 State League Ladder 


Team P WwW D L F A Pts 
Juventus 22 15 5 2 Si 24 36 
Wilhelmina 22 13 5 4 78 24 31 

Moreland 22 ant 6 5 53 23 28 
Hakoah 22 12 4 6 59 30 28 
Box Hill 22 10 5 7 46 47 25 
Polonia 22 10 4 8 46 36 24 
Slavia 22 10 4 8 37 32 24 
George Cross 22 7 4 ab 31 53 18 
Geelong 22 6 5 "1 25 53 7 
JUST : 22 5 5 12 29 47 15 
Hellenic 22 4 2 16 32 60 10 
Brighton 22 4 1 17 22 79 9 


After dismal performances in 1959, in which both clubs dropped back a division, both committees 
were concerned and there was a gathering momentum for the two teams to join forces and form a 
new, stronger entity. 


This idea had been canvassed the previous year with two brothers, Kostas and Floros Dimitriades at 
the forefront of these talks. Through the efforts of these two brothers, all parties agreed that the 
formation of one powerful team playing in blue and white and to be supported by the whole Greek 
community of Melbourne was imperative. 


Finally an official meeting was held to discuss the issue. This was held in the Greek Community 
Centre which was then situated in Bourke St, Melbourne. 


The Hellenic representatives were Mr Theseus Poulos (a past basketball international) and Mr George 
Lekatsas. The representatives for Yarra Park were Mr Kostas Antoniadis, Mr Floros Dimitriades, Mr 
Louie Kokouis and Pantelis Andrekopoulos. 


The decision of this first official meeting was for the merger to proceed. 


Asecond meeting was held a month later to discuss the finer details of the two teams. However it did 
not go that smoothly but within a week it was agreed for the merger to go ahead. 


As a subsequence of problems that had arisen at this second meeting, a third meeting was chaired 
by an impartial mediator - Mr John Olifant (affiliated with the Slavia Soccer Club). The historic deci- 
sion was made and a name for the new team was needed. 

Many names were proposed but in the end it was decided that George Lekatsas’ proposal to call the 
club “HELLAS? was best and was agreed upon by all parties. 


A week later a final meeting was held to reconfirm the decision and finalise the details. This meeting 
was again chaired by Mr Olifant. At this meeting the structure of the inaugural committee was agreed 
upon. It would comprise a 14 man committee made up of both parties with the President of the club 
to be Mr Theo Marmaras. However this 14 man committee was later reduced to 9 men. 
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One of the first issues tackled was to put a fund raising plan together to ensure the club was finan- 
cially strong. The first target of the new team was to win the First Division championship in 1960 and 
be promoted to the State League. 


The committee had two primary aims to tackle: 


[1] To attract “big name” players from Greece to the new club. 
[2] To find a suitable ground for the club to play in, to cater for the large amount of fans (and to be 
economically viable). 


Middle Park was found to be the most suitable venue for the new club. As such the committee 
decided to approach the current tenants of the ground, South Melbourne United Soccer Club. 


They had meetings with the ‘powerbrokers' of the club who were two brothers Des Hamilton and 
William Hamilton in view of merging the newly formed club HELLAS with their club SOUTH 
MELBOURNE UNITED. 


Despite early hiccups over the naming of the club (Hellas South Melbourne or South Melbourne 
Hellas), all parties agreed with the merging of the clubs. The official amalgamation occurred at the 
Duke of Kent Hotel which was owned by Mr Floros Dimitriades. 


The first official committee of the South Melbourne Hellas Soccer Club was: 


Theo Marmaras - President, 

Floros Dimitriades - Vice President (A), 

D.Hamilton -Vice President (B), 

Divolas - Secretary, 

W. Hamilton - Treasurer, 

Board members: George Lekatsas, B. Brakoulias, K. Antoniades, E. Ladas, P. 
Dimitropoulos and J. Mitchell. 


It was agreed upon that the board and committee would comprise of two thirds Greek and one third 
Australian. It was also decided to limit club memberships (costing about 10 liras or $20 dollars each) 
to 150. 


By early 1960 the first wave of players had arrived from Greece and combined with the local talent, 
formed the basis of what would soon be, and still is, a formidable team. 


1959 State League Ladder 


Team P Ww D L F A Pts 
Wilhelmina 22 17 2 3 86 40 36 
George Cross 22 14 5 3 57 26 33 
Juventus 22 14 4 4 49 22 32 
Hakoah 22 15 2 5 56 30 32 
Slavia 22 12 5 5 49 28 29 
Polonia 22 8 7 v4 37 31 23 
Moreland 22 8 2 12 57 45 18 
JUST 22 6 6 10 50 44 18 
Box Hill 22 6 5 13 24 §3 15 
Footscray 22 3 abl 12 31 65 13 
Geelong 22 3 5 14 28 55 ant 
Yarra Park 22 1 2 19 27 112 4 
Danien 
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OUR VISITORS 


The Melbourne Knights begin their 1997/98 campaign at the same venue where their last season's 
hopes evaporated. At a Club where standards are high and success is expected (5 Grand Final 
appearances since 1991), the Knights had a relatively disappointing 1996/97 season, making the 
Finals only after a thrilling 2-1 victory over Perth Glory, then subsequently losing to South Melbourne 
in the Elimination Final. 


Five months later, the Knights return to Bob Jane Stadium, armed with a new Coach, several new 
recruits as well as many of the stars who took the Club to successive Grand Final wins in 1995 and 
1996, Few Clubs have produced as many players as the Knights and their youth system is the 
lifeblood of the Club. But finances and lucrative contracts have ensured that the Club has had to 
sell almost an entire Championship winning team in recent years. Coach lan Dobson has returned 
to Altona Magic, leading them to a premier league Grand Fina! win. He has been replaced by ex 
Knights coach Ken Worden, with former Socceroo, Knights and Lakers great Alan Davidson as his 
assistant. Both have returned from successful spells in Malaysia. 


In addition to Dobbo, the ‘departure lounge’ at Somers Street includes experienced players like 
David Cervinski, Lubo Lapsansky, both of whom have joined League newcomers Carlton, Branko 
Bacak and Hamburg bound Joe Simunic. 


The arrivals have come from near and far. West Australian Ross Greer returns to Australia after 
seven years in Hong Kong and one in Malaysia. Closer to home, Ivan Kelic has returned to Somers 
Street after spells in Asia, UTS Olympic and of course, South Melbourne. Susa has been pur- 
chased from Canberra Deakin while Joe Rahja is another graduate of the Club's prolific youth 
team; traditionally the Knights greatest source for players. 


The Knights pre-season saw them go to Queensland where they played several lower league 
teams and Champions Brisbane Strikers. Despite losing many first team regulars over the last 
couple of years, their squad looks formidable enough to again challenge for the top six. 
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PLAYERS TO WATCH: Defensively, they may find it difficult to replace the departed David Cervinski 
but they can still call upon the towering 190cm Zoran Markovski who has been on the A-League 
scene for several years yet is still only 24. The loss of experienced stars like Buljubasic and De 
Amicis allowed 23 year old ANTE KOVACEVIC to establish his position in the team, despite 
missing the first two months of the season through injury. Kovacevic is yet another product of 
the club's youth system. 


Ghanaian RANSFORD BANINI was another player who had an injury interrupted season. A 
great competitor, Ransford suffered in 1996/97 after being picked up by the Knights prior to the 
beginning of last season and missing much of pre-season training. The departure of Frank Juric 
at the end of the 1995/96 season should have been the cue for 203 cm goalkeeper VILSON 
KNEZEVIC to claim the No 1 jersey but a broken arm sidelined him for much of the season. His 
return will complete what should be a fairly tight defence. 


The tireless Lubo Lapsansky will be missed in midfield but the presence of captain ANDREW 
MARTH alone wilt ensure that, as ever, the Knights will be fiercely competitive. It has been well 
documented that Marth played through much of last season carrying injuries that would have 
side-lined lesser players. Unlike previous years he has taken a complete break from soccer and 
not played in the Victorian Premier League during the off-season.. 


Young TOM PONDELJAK finally stepped out from underneath the shadow of elder brother Ollie 
in 1996/97, impressing with his pace and explosive dribbling. ALAN DAVIDSON is no stranger 
to Lakers fans, playing in the club's 1984 Championship side and his achievements alone would 
take up most of this page. Returning from Malaysia, he had a spell with the now defunct 
Collingwood Warriors and will be Ken Worden's assistant but will also have an important 
presence on the field. 


Somers Street resembled the casualty unit of Chicago Hope at times last season, ICE 
KUTLESOVSKI took the opportunity to establish himself in the team and despite his light frame 
is one of the Knights most tenacious players. While the pony-tailed David has left Somers Street 
, younger brother ADRIAN CERVINSKI has remained, His speed, technique and finishing saw 
him end upas the Knights top scorer. Even greater things are expected this season but at least 
he will have Ivan Kelic beside him to relieve the burden. The exchange of players and officials 
between the two clubs has increased in recent years giving the local derby an extra dimension. 
Fausto De Amicis, Kelic and Davidson have all been involved in local derbies with both sides in 
recent years. 
Harry 


This Week’s Games 

Round 2 

Fri Oct 10th 7.30pm Wollongong Vs Brisbane Strikers 
Sat Oct 11th 7.00pm Marconi Vs Canberra Cosmos 
Sun Oct 12th 3.00pm Carlton Vs Sydney United 

Sun Oct 12th 4.00pm Perth Glory Vs Adelaide City 

Sun Oct 12th 6.00pm Gippsland Vs Newcastle Breakers 
Sun Oct 12th 3.00pm Adelaide Sharks Vs UTS Olympic 


Next Week’s Games 

Round 3 

Fri Oct 17th 7.30pm Melbourne Knights Vs Wollongong 
Fri Oct 17th 7.30pm Newcastle Vs South Melbourne 

Sat Oct 18th 7.00pm Brisbane Strikers Vs Perth Glory 
Sat Oct 18th 7.00pm Canberra Cosmos Vs Carlton 

Sat Oct 18th 7.00pm Marconi Vs Adelaide Sharks 

Sun Oct 19th 6.30pm UTS Olympic Vs Gippsland Falcons 
TBA Adelaide City Vs Sydney United 
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THE SEASON THAT WAS... 
Round Opponent Crowd Result Scorers 
1A Gippsland Falcons 3235 00 
2H Sydney United 8668 13 Orlic 47" 
3A Adelaide City 12 Curcija 81° 
4H Brisbane Strikers 5452 12 Ortic 24° 
SA Wollongong City 2906 11 Trimboli 16° 3, 
6H Neweaslle Breakers 5395 10 Kelic 26 | Soumn Melhoume Melbourne Knights 
7H Melbourne Knights 9631 at Spink 60° 
BA Marconi Fairfield 4972 10 Trimboli 87" | 
9H UTS Olympic 8896 41 Trimboli 11’ Orlic 32' Panopoulos 38' Spink 78° 5 i 3 m ; 
108 es Adee 3972 20 Orie20Keke7e mee y : Ce A Wiser nena 
WH Perth Glor 7896 10 weny 63) ‘ z 
12A cantare Goss 2327 01 Cony 3. Fausto De Amicis 4, Ransford Banini 
13H Collingwood Warriors 12652 40 Spink 28176’ Trimboli 55° Allsopp 85" 4. Nick Orlic 5. Zoran Markovski 
148 Collingwood Warriors 9614 00 5. Con Blatsis 6. Andrew Marth 
15H Gippsland Falcons 5239 20 Kelic 45'Coveny 87° 6. David Clarkson 7. Ross Greer 
16A Sydney United 5139 02 7. Steve Panopoulos 9. Adrian Cervinski 
17H Adelaide City 6802 02 8. Vaughan Coveny 10. Tom Pondeljak 
18A Brisbane Strikers 5983 32 Damianos 7’ Blatsis 9' Trimboli 90° 9. Paul Trimboli 11. Alan Davidson 
19H Wollongong City 5169 30 Panopoulos 18 Coveny 20° Spink 82 10. Michael Curcija 12, Ice Kutlesovski 
20A Newcastle Breakers 4556 40 Coveny 48' Orlic 56’ Kelic 82 Spink 89° 11. Bill Damianos 13, Damien Vojtek 
ne senate 7061 ; : 12. Con Boutsianis 14. Ivan Kelic 
23 UTS Olymoi 10133 24 P tos 71°C ag! 13. Jason Polak 15. Dragi Nastevski 
la ee eee 15. Goran Lozanovski 17. Z Susa 
24H West Adelaide 5169 10 Coveny 65° 7 
25 A Perth Glory 15197 40 16. Tansell Baser 19. Ante Deak 
26H Canberra Cosmos : 7896 31 Curcija 55', 76' Trimboli 75° te aah been a 08 pigtes 
. p i 
John 19. George Goutzoulis 24. Mijo Trupkovic 
20. Chris Jones 
Appearances / Goals 1996/97 21. John Tambouras 

Name Apps Subs Total Goals 
Allsopp, Daniel 6 6 
‘sfihiapeilds Con 1 i 2 : Shots at Goal : Shots at Goal : 
Baser, Tansel 2 2 Corners : Corners : 
Blatsis, Con 19 19 ] Free Kicks : Free Kicks : 
Clarkson, David 3 3 26 Offsides : Offsides : 
Coveny, Vaughan al 3 24 6 
Curcija, Michael 8 7 17 3 Referee : 
Damianos, Bill ul 7 18 1 Crowd : 
De Amicis, Fausto 26 26 Weather : 
Goutzioulis, George 1 2 3 
losifidis, Steve 20 1 21 " 
Kelic, Ivan 17 4 21 4 
Kuzmanovic, Alex 18 1 19 
Liparoti, Robert I 1 
Orlic, Nick 25 25 s | 
Panopoulos, Steve 20 4 24 3 
Petersen, Michael 4 4 
Petkovic, Michael 26 26 
Polak, Jason 16 8 24 
Spink, Warren 8 IL 19 6 
‘Trimboli, Paul 25 25 6 


* Not including finals 
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EVENTS CALENDAR NEWS IN GENERAL 


it's been one hell of an off-season... 


. Melbourne Cup Eve Dinner and Show It's already over four months since the Brisbane Strikers won their first Championship back in May, but 
Sports Bar Mon Nov 3 there's certainly been no shortage of action both on and off the field. just to bring you up to date, here’s 
a brief summary of what's gone on since we last gathered at the Bob Jane Stadium 
. Trivia & Karaoke Night 
Sports Bar Fri Nov 14 MAY 
18 Marconi appoint Zoran Matic as Coach for a 12 month period 
a Members Christmas Party 28 Sharks midfielder Ross Aloisi signs for Swiss 1st division club Aarau 
Sports Bar Fri Dec 12 JUNE 
2 Paul Okon has arthroscopic surgery on his right knee and will miss the Oceania 
. New Year’s Eve Ball preliminary group games at least. Meanwhile, Mark Viduka is still missing... 
Albert By The Lake Wed Dec 31 3 Sydney United’s Robert Trajkovski signs with the newly formed Carlton, which 
also signs team mate and Ericsson Cup player of the year Kresimir Marusic the 
. Golf Day Feb TBA next day : bee , ; 
5 The worst kept secret in Oz soccer is finally made public when Branko Culina 
1 is revealed as the new Canberra Coach 
* Grand Gala Auction 23 South Melbourne defender and card collector Alex Kuzmanovic signs with 
Sports Bar Mar TBA West Adelaide 
y n A JULY 
‘“ Annual Ball & Presentation Night a 16 Soccer new Zealand has approved a bid for an Auckland-based team to play in 
the Ericsson Cup from the 98/99 season 
17 Australia jumps to 31st on the FIFA rankings, our highest ever position 
20 Gippsland Falcons announce they have signed television station Ten Victoria to 
the largest media sponsorship deal in the history of sport in Gippsland 
23 Brad Hassell re-signs with Adelaide City for a further season 
AUGUST 
7 Marconi’s Bob Catlin and Jean Paul De Marigny sign with UTS Olympic 
12 South Melbourne signs John Anastasiadis from PAOK on a free transfer 
26 Gippsland Falcons announce that 100,000 junior supporter passes will be 
distributed through McDonalds family restaurants in Gippsland 
29 South Melbourne defeat Carlton 4-1 in the Tynan Eyre Memorial match at BUS. 


Jason Polak suffers a serious knee injury that will see him miss most if not 
all of the season 


SEPTEMBER 

5 Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett announces that the WC qualifier will be held at the 
MCG. The news is overshadowed by comments suggesting Melbourne may not 
host any soccer in 2000 

6 Melbourne Knights come from behind to defeat South Melbourne 2-1 in the Laurie 
Schwab Memorial game at Knights Park 

10 Carlton travel to Gippsland and come away with a 3-2 ‘friendly’ victory. 


“we need a striker and a playmaker...” says Frank Arok. 

13 UTS Olympic are all set to sign a deal with Eastern Suburbs (Sydney City Roosters) 
Rugby League Club, but UTS Chairman Gary Punch is not happy about it... 

15 Carlton confirms the signing of Kiwi International midfielder Mark Atkinson, 
whilst Sydney United seem confident of snaring ex-Collingwood and 


SUPPORTER OF THE WEEK ! Knights midfielder Mark Silic 


If your face is circled in this photo, please go to the Sports Bar Pro Shop and register Kevin 
your details or ring the club on 9645 9797 during business hours. 
You are the lucky winner of an exclusive visit to the Lakers Change Room at the next 
home game! 
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JOHN ANASTASIADIS 


Position Midfielder 
Bom 13-8-68 
Height 479cm 
Weight 76kg 
NSL Games 


Last Club Paok 
{nternationals Youth 


Debut 1997 
Nickname 
Shirt No 17 


TANSELL BASER 
Position Defender 
Born 

Height 

Weight 

NSL Games 


& VAUGHAN COVENY 
Position Striker 
Bos 43.12.71 
Height 62" 
Weight 85kg 
NSLGames 116 

E Last Club Wollongong 
Intemationals New Zealand 
Debut 1995 
Nickname Kiwi 

Shirt No 8 


MICHAEL CURCIJA 
Position ‘Striker 
Bom 276.77 
Height 183cm 
Weight 80kg 
NSLGames 32 


Last Club Broadmeadows im B Last Club AIS 


Internationals Youth 
Debut 1995, 
Nickname 

Shirt No 16 


CON BLATSIS 

. Position Defender 
Born 6.7.77 
Height 190m 
‘Weight 86kg 


NSLGames 37 


+ Last Club Als 


Internationals Youth 


Debut 1995 
Nickname Blats 
Shirt No 5 

CON BOUTSIANIS 
Position Midfielder 
Bom 27.12.71 
Height S'10" 
Weight 75kg 


NSLGames 37 
‘Last Club Collingwood 
Intemationals 


Debut 1988 
Nickname Bootsi 
Shirt No 12 


{ DAVID CLARKSON 


Position Midfielder 
Born 

Height 

‘Weight 

NSL Games 

Last Club 


| Intemattonals 


Debut 
Nickname 


‘Shirt No 


Intemationals Youth 
Debut 1995 
Nickname 


Shirt No 10 


BILL DAMIANOS 
| Position Midfielder 
f Bom 
Height 
Weight 
NSL Games 
S| Last Club Sunshine GC 
Intemationals Youth 
Debut 1994 
Nickname 
‘Shirt No ab 


‘AUSTO DE AMICIS 
Position Defender 
Bom 26.6.68 
Height 170cm 

De, Weight 65kg 
{NSLGames 139 
Last Club Melbourne Knights 
! Intemationals Socceroo 
Debut 1996 
Nickname 
Shiri No 3 


GEORGE GOUTZIOULIS 
4 Midfietder 
18.1.78 
180cm 
69kg 
NSLGames 2 
Last Club Bentleigh Greens 
«Internationals 
{Debut 1998 
Nickname Shaggy 
Shirt No 19 


sat 


28.12.73 

184cm 

76kg 
NSLGames 37 


Last Club 
Intemationals 
Debut 
Nickname 
Shirt No 


ROBERT LIPAROTI 


; Position Defender 


Bor 2.4.78 


| Height ea" 


Weight a5kg 


} NSLGames 1 


Last Club Bulleen 
Intemationals 

Debut 1996 
Nickname Lipa 
Shirt No 18 


GORAN LOZANOVSKI 
Position Midfielder 
Bom MeaTA 


NSL Games 


Last Club Collingwood 


internationals +Socceroo 
Debut 1997 


Nickname Loz, Gibbo 


Shirt No 15 


NICK ORLIC 

Position Defender 
Born 6.8.70 
Height 6'3* 
Weight 92kg 
NSLGames 98 


Last Club UTS Olympic B 


Internationals 

Debut 1996 
Nickname 

Shirt No 4 


STEVE PANOPOULOS 


E Position Midfielder 


Bom 23.6.75 


B Height 168cm 


Weight 68kg 
NSLGames 7 


B Last Club Oakleigh 


Internationals 

Debut 1992 
Nickname Pana 
Shir No 7 


ManageriGoach:_ 
Ange Postecoglou 


Assistant Coach 
Mike Petersen 


MICHAEL PETKOVIC 


Position 
Born 
Height 
Weight 


Goalkeeper 
16.7.76 
63" 

80kg 


NSLGames 41 


Last Clul 


b Perth Kangaroos 


Internationals Olyroos 
Debut 1995 
Nickname Petka 
Shirt No 1 

; JASON POLAK 

} Position Midfielder 
Bom 8.1.68 
Height 541" 
Weight 80kg 
NSLGames 183 
Last Club Newcastle Breakers 
Internationals +Socceroo 
Debut 1992 
Nickname 
Shirt No 13 
PAUL TRIMBOLI 
Position Striker 
Born 25.2.69 
Height 173cm 

| Weight T4kg 


NSLGames 290 


ast Club Sunshine GC 
Internationals Socceroo 
Debut 1988 
Nickname Trimmers 
Shirt No 9 


Assistant Coach ; 
Carl Halford 
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AT SOUTH 


THE MOUTH 


Hello & welcome to another new feature in this year’s Match Day Program. 
'm ‘The Mouth’ & that's all you need to know about me. So what's the goss? Thisis... 


> News is that a new soccer show will be starting in the near future on SPORT 927AM. 
This show is rumored to be a joint venture between South Melbourne S.C & the Melbourne 
Knights S.C, in a move to make relations between the two clubs better than at present. 


> Many sightings have been made over the past few weeks by locals from Albert Park of 
an unidentified creature lurking through the waters of the lake & around the Park. Residents 
have also claimed that this ‘thing’ has a strange close resemblance to that of the Loch Ness 
Monster.And no, it’s not any of the players or coaches on early morning training sessions. 


> Rumor has it that a certain entrant in the recent Fun Run of the lake at the Family Fun 
Day,(... who did exceptionally well & actually won the race out of 3 other entrants), was in fact 
in training for a bigger event being the Sydney 2000 Olympics. Are we going to see the likes of 


> A familiar face to us all took a step back in time recently, appearing as none other than 
the Umpire of a Finals match between Melbourne and Essendon, commemorating the 100 year 
anniversary of the first ever Grand Final played right here at Lakeside. A true Campaigner for 
this Club, he also managed to sign up the two Captains as Members! 


For all the latest news and gossip, listen 
to ‘The Lakers Show’ on 3XY on Friday 
nights between 7pm to 9pm with Nicho- 
las Tzaferis, Jim Stiliadis & Ange 
Postecoglou. 


Also if you have any gossip that may be worth 
passing on, you can fax it thru to South 
Melbourne S.C, attn: ‘The Mouth’ on (03) 
9645 9796 or mait it to - 

South Melbourne Soccer Club PO Box 
1349, South Melbourne 3205 
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CLUB MERCHANDISE 


Original Shirts Home/Away $90 
Scarves $20 
Baseball caps $20 
Polo shirts from $30 
T Shirts $15 
Tracksuits from $90 
Keyrings $ 8 
Childrens T Shirts $12 
Headbands $6. 
Flags $12 


Available at either of our 2 Pro Shops 
located in the Sports Bar and opposite the main gates. 


Don’t forget, if you’re a Member, you are entitled to 10% off all 
Lakers merchandise! 
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LUCKY PRIZE ! 


% If your program is stamped with a lucky prize, please present it to the 
Sports Bar Pro Shop to collect your prize. 


DOES YOUR KEY FIT THE LOCK? 


Each Week, one lucky program will 
contain a special key. There will be 13 
keys, one for each home game of the 
season. 


At half-time in the final home game, the 
13 lucky key holders will attempt to 
open the Treasure Chest, containing the 
ULTIMATE LAKERS SUPPORTER KIT. 


*If you have found a key in your pro- 
gram, please present it to the Sports 
Bar Pro Shop and register your details. 


ULTIMATE LAKERS SUPPORTER KIT 

Complete Lakers strip 

Membership for 1998/99 season 

Complimentary 1998/99 season Match programs 
Framed and autographed Team Photo 
Autographed Ball 

Bandana 

Cap 

Keyring 
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Supporting Australian Soccer 
4: As We Take On The World 
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TILE IMPORTERS 
TIMBER MERCHANTS & 
BUILDING SUPPLIERS 


Proud supporters of 
South Melbourne Lakers 


Phone: 9562 7181 
Fax: 9562 7120 


Manager: Michael Tselepatiotis 


Le nan 


Do you pay over $7,500 in remuneration? 

If so, would you like to keep your WorkCover premium to a 
minimum? 

For all your WorkCover queries contact: 


JO STONE or TONY ANTONIOU TEL: (03) 9628 1403 ually 
(GAS NZI Workers’ Compensation (Victoria) Limited Company 
f= ACN. 060317571 soem 


= Armember company of General Accident Group Soe 


The Special Event Venue 
Set in the parklands surrounding Albert Park Lake, home of 
the South Melbourne Soccer Club, the Albert by the Lake is 
the perfect backdrop for an unforgettable occasion. Ideal for 
Weddings, Cocktail Parties, Dinner Dances or Corporate 


Events experience the difference at this unique venue, 


Albert by the Lake. ALBERT 


Phone Jenny on 9690 2173 for further 
information today 


, 
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airline 


suits soccer 


players 


from head? 


to toc. 


* 
ANSETTAUSTRALIA 


13 13 00 


FLIES YOU ANYWHERE 
IN AUSTRALIA 


BANK OF CYPRUS GROUP 


CYPRUS 


GREECE 


AUSTRALIA 


‘| CANADA 
4 


| sourn 
AFRICA 


RUSSIA 


THE BANK OF THE 21st CENTURY 
Serving Hellenism all over the world 
Australian Rep. Offices (Chief Rep.: Pambos Stylianides) 
Melbourne Office {main} Sydney Office 


168 Lonsdale Str. 251 - 252 Elizabeth Str. 
(ist Floor, Greek Community House) (2nd Floor, Hellenic House) 
Tel: (03) 9663 8015 / 03 Tel: (02) 9261 3222 / 36 


Adelaide Office Brisbane Office 


117A Henley Beach Rd. 72A Vulture Str. 
Mile End West End 
Tel: (08) 8443 3552 Tel: (07) 3846 3434 


Bank of Cyprus 


100 YEARS AHEAD 


PROUD TO BE PART OF THE LAKERS LINE-UP 


° Par ERICSSON CUP NOTICE 
Aerial Taxis Entry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area is 
prohibited at all times and offenders will be 
© | SALE,PURCHASE & ASSIGNEMENT OF Licences || prosecuted. All spectators are requested to vacate the 
ground within 15 minutes of the end of the final game. 
Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised 
©@ COMPLETE FLEET CONTROL SERVICES persons who remain after the stipulated time. 
@ SHIFTS FOR NEW OR EXPERIENCED DRIVERS The setting alight of, or the igniting or discharging of 

. 7 any type of object, including fireworks, signa! or 

Ph! 9416-6447 Fax: 9484-4255 |! smoke flares, is strictly prohibited. 
16 Cope St., OFFENDERS WILL BE ARRESTED 
Preston Vic, 3072 AND CHARGED 


® BUSINESS MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 


ERICSSON CUP INFO AS YOU NEED IT 
B\ 1 900 1 700 47 e 


SotZ SROADSYSTEM RATE 75¢/MIN. - HIGHER CHARGE FROM MOBILES & PUBLIC PHONES gj 
« RESULTS * ERICSSON CUP NEWS « COMING ATTRACTIONS 


THE ERICSSON CUP 


ALL SUMMER LONG 
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a1 JOHNS 


CONSTRUCTIONS PTY. LTD. 


BUILDERS & DESIGNERS OF NEW HOMES 


CON LIACOPOULOS 149 QUEEN STREET 
Managing Assistant ALTONA 3018 
ph 9398 6344 


OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS TO 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
SOCCER CLUB 


35 


1116AM 


Radio Ethnos 


KEWS KORKER 


Welcome to the first of thirteen columns of this season’s ‘Ken's Corner’, which will integrate the 
main issues in Australian Soccer, along with the opinions of - the Supporter. 

Most of the talk over the course of the off-season has been about the inclusion of Carlton Soccer 
Club to the Ericsson Cup, and the impact this will have on the game and most importantly on 
Clubs like ourselves. 


By the time you're reading this, Carlton would probably have drawn a crowd of 20,000 plus to its 
first home game against Perth Glory - a crowd we have never seen in the entire history of the 
national League... 


Carlton's inclusion has provoked a mixed reaction amongst our supporters. Tony from Glen 
Waverley believes that: “/t will be good for the game, as they will bring much needed profession- 
alism both on and off the field, as well as giving the game much needed media coverage’. Nick 
from West Sunshine on the other hand thinks Carlton are coming into the league to ‘...rape the 
Soccer dollar’. By this he means that Carlton are simply in the national league to make money for 
its AFL and Social Clubs. Indeed, one bone of contention is the fact that Carlton don't pay a 
licensing fee to Soccer Australia. This, as well as the fact that Carlton don’t have floodlights 
(compulsory under the Bradley Report) and therefore don’t have to worry about maintenance 
costs, questions whether Carlton have an unfair advantage over the rest of the competition. 


Another perspective on the Carlton inclusion is that a new rivalry is beginning - if it hasn't already 
begun. 
Apart from the battle of being top dogs in Melbourne, as well as the off field shenanigans between 
the two Clubs, Carlton and South Melbourne look to becoming the biggest rivals in the Australian 
game. 


In any case, enjoy the game today and see you in two weeks time. 
Ken 
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Dear South Melbourne 
We want to hear from you. Send your letters to PO Box 1349, South Melbourne, 3205. 


Dear Lakers, 

| have been a fan of Sth Melbourne for many years now, After last year when | became 
a member | really started to support South more. After reading your last letter “We need your help” 
(August 97 Blues News) | decided that I'll do more for the club. Reading your letter made me grow much 
concern for the club not holding the title of “Crowd Kings”, so immediately the next day | got the letter 
which was Monday, | grabbed the “Names” slip and asked people at my school (Salesian College 
Chadstone) if they would think about becoming members. Many said yes and no one | asked said no. 
Unfortunately | have run out of room to fit all my friends names, so | ask if you can send me some more 
slips. Thank you for your time and may Sth Melbourne win the Ericsson Cup. 


Nick Politis, Mt Waverley 


Nick, we hope your dedication and passion for the Lakers rubs off on other supporters. The strength of a 
club is reflected in its membership base. There are many people who claim to be supporters of the Club, 
but sadly they are not members. Every supporter can help make a difference. (See our column in this 
issue on the new Lakers Supporters Group) 


Dear Lakers, 

| feel compelled to write a few words to you concerning my thoughts on the South 
Melbourne Soccer Club and the National league in general. | have supported the (original) Blues for 
around 10 years, however, due to the ethnic stigma attached and the sporadic events of the past | have 
been reluctant to join as a member and only began attending games last year due to the efforts of Soccer 
Australia to help promote a more open, accessible competition. Unfortunately, during my last full year in 
attendance at games | witnessed many out breaks of violence particularly in the trams after the games. 
This has of course soured the enthusiasm of my friends and myself to the extent that one of my friends, a 
Souths supporter and past member, has courted the new Blues (Carlton SC) in regards to membership. 
Another friend has said he will give Souths this year to redeem themselves or he will do likewise. | am not 
as easily swayed as my friends but | do still hold grave concerns for the future of the club if the events of 
last year continue. | must applaud the club for accepting Soccer Australia’s directions and hope these are 
followed to the letter. | would also like to see a “Dob in a Hooligan” type campaign as these “boys” are 
destroying the Club. 
In summary | can only hope that this is not my first and last membership and wish the club all the best for 
the coming year. 

Derek Taylor, Caulfield 


Derek, you are a true supporter. You have taken an admirable stance and stuck by your club when it 
needs you the most - during the difficult times. Every supporter should be concerned and take more than 
just a passing interest in their club. These “boys” which you speak of have cost the club $100,000 in fines 
during the last season, and the Club’s image has taken a battering. A true fan would not hurt their club. 
Supporters will be glad to know that an education process has begun with positive results thus far. 


Dear Lakers, 

| ama long time resident of Albert Park and for a number of years | have thought about attending a soccer 
match. As a traditional AFL follower (Go Saints!) my knowledge of soccer is limited. So | was pleasantly 
surprised when | received in the mail an information pack about your club. | attended the Tynan-Eyre 
charity match between South Melbourne and Carlton with my partner. It was certainly a different experi- 
ence to the normal football we attend. The close proximity to the action was quite exciting and we are 
looking forward to attending more matches at the Lakeside Oval. | would just like to say that | and my wife 
had an extremely enjoyable evening, unfortunately we could not stay for the after match entertainment. 

Timothy & Janis Evans, Albert Park 


We are glad to hear you both had an enjoyable evening at your first soccer match. Even more pleasing 
is that you have adopted the Lakers as your team. Welcome aboard..(This years Tynan-Eyre Cup was a 
great success. Over $20,000 was raised for the Tynan-Eyre Memorial Foundation and will be allocated 
towards scholarships for Police officers and also to the maintenance of the MRI Unit at the Alfred Hospi- 
tal.) 


YOU HAVE TRIED 
THE REST, NOW 
TRY THE BEST! 


ROCKET ALKALINE 
THERE IS NO 
SUBSTITUTE 


pe 
“~~ 

Cry 

7 | 


MAJOR 
SPONSOR 
YOUTH TEAM 


Rocket R Australia 


75 PARKHURST DRIVE, KNOXFIELD VICTORIA 3180, AUSTRALIA 
PHONE 61 3 9801 0333 FAX 61 3 9801 0767 


HUNDREDS OF CURRENT 
& SUPERSEDED 
* FORD's * NISSAN's 
*HOLDEN’s — » MAZDAS’s 
© TOYOTA’s ~~ * HONDA’s 
© MITSUBISHI's * SEDANS's 
eHYUNDAI’s — * WAGONS's 
ALL DISCOUNTED 
SAVE THOUSANDS TODAY! 


FREE WITH ALL OUR CAR 
4 YEAR UNLIMITED KILOMETRE AUSTRALIA 
WIDE MECHANICAL WARRANTY 
4 YEAR PAINT & INTERIOR FABRIC 
PROTECTION PLAN 
ZYEAR — RUST PROTECTION PLAN 
162 POINT INSPECTION AND 
PRE-DELIVERY SERVICE, 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
PLUS FREE FULL TANK OF PETROL 


ALL AT NO EXTRA COST 


nae 


PHONE 
NOW FOR 


FINANCE TO APPROVED PURCHASERS 
° CONSUMER FINANCE 
: ¢ PERSONAL LEASING 
© COMMERCIAL HIRE PURCHASE 
© CORPORATE LEASING 


SPECIAL 


DISCOUNT 
for 390! 


MEMBERS & ASSOCIATES 


COUNTRY CUSTOMERS FLY IN..DRIVE IN..BUS IN, BUY A 
CAR FROM SOUTHERN MOTORS AND WE WILL PAY YOUR TRAVEL COSTS OR 
PETROL AND WE WILL SUPPLY ONE NIGHTS LUXURY ACCOMMODATION IN 
DOWN TOWN MELBOURNE, WE HAVE 44 AUTHORISED COUNTRY REPAIRERS 
THROUGHOUT VIC, WSW&SA. OWE NEAR YOU!! 


19 FLEMINGTON ROAD | CNR DANDENONG & WARRIGAL ROADS 


TEL 24 HOURS rat 


Georce KoTses 9329 860 
MOBILE (AH): 0418 821 411 


ANYTHING 
TEL 24 HOURS (03) | oF VALUE 


Tim KoTSES 9530 4100 | CARS,BoArS, 
MOBILE (AH): 0411 104 675 LAND, ect... 


